what is claimed is: 

f. An image storage 



ystem comprising an image 
server storing image data recorded on a high 



mt - speed 

capable storage medium, and a display term>rfal connected to said 
image server via a network, whereij 

said image server is provided with a storage control means 
that creates reversible com^essed image data of the original 
image data, and at least one irreversible compressed image data, 
and stores in said storage medium said original image data, said 
reversible compresaed image data, and said at least one 
irreversible comp/essed image data, which stand for the multiple 
versions of imMe data, and 

said display terminal is provided with an input means 
capable of receiving specification of the version of the image 
data or th^ image data group to be displayed on said display 
terminal , /and an acquisition means for acquiring the version of 
said ima0e data or said image data group received in said input 
means . 

An image storage and display system according to claim 
1 in wiiich said storage -control means is capable of changing the 
compyession ratio of said irreversible compressed image data. 

3. An image storage and display system according to clai^m 
1 2 , wherein; 

said input means is capable of receive specification of 
tjie version oX-J- ^^gC ' d - Qta a .a,,tjie image quality and/or image usac 
)ur^p<5se represented by each version^^tri — saj.d image da^.a<^^ and 
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" '^nifi ^Irrri^ ^ jf^ r^' i H nvi- ' n'" mn -i gnr. ^-r. ^^r , h version a par amft^Rr ^ 
or parameters representing the image qual i ty aaxT/or image usage 
purpose represented by said each ver^^aTon of image data, and 
stores said each version of imager data in the storage medium, 
5 and 

said acquisition me^ns acquires the version of image data 
corresponding to the desired image quality and/or image usage 
purpose received iri the input means. 

4. An image/storage and display system according to claim 
'2 10 1 or 2, whereip; 

:f for castas in which said image data group is to be acquired, 

said input means is capable of receiving speci f ica tion . of the 
version thereof as the image quality and/or image usage purpose 
of each elimination or series specified by said image data group, 
15 and 

lid storage control means assigns to each version of said 
image ^ata a parameter or parameters representing the image 
qualit/y and/or image usage purpose of each examination or series 
speci/f ied by said image data group, and stores each said version 
2 0 of iyiage data in the storage medium, and 

said acquisition means acquires the version of said image 
dati group corresponding to the image quality and/or image usage 
purpose of each desired examination or series received in said 
input means. 

25 / 5. An image storage and d^jLsplay system according to claim 

1/ or 2^ wheTiei: 




35 



d ^\''^r?i^^ H^ytt^v/^^ wgan< niii ilm t:^^ i r\ irr eversible 
compressed image data by subjecting said ori^-rtial image data 
to a progressively extractable data - cpnfpression process, and 

said acquisition means, fo;i?^ases in which the version 
received in said input mean^ corresponds to irreversible 
compressed image data, ch^ges the progressive expansion level 
of said irreversible crompressed image data, according to the 
predetermined conditions, and acquires said irreversible 
compressed image /data . 

6. An imaq^ storage and display system according to claim 
1 or 2, where/n; 



said 



:orage control means stores in said storage medium 



said multiple versions of image data along with the original 
image dsitjk diagnostic information, and 

safl-d acquisition means acquires the versions of image data 
and imajge data groups along with said diagnosis information 
received in said input means. 

fl . An image storage and display system according to claim 
1 or /2 , wherein; 

said image server is provided with a diagnosis - status 



management means for managing the diagno 
ori/ginal image data, and 



said storage control means contro 
diagnostic status, which versions of ima 



(aid displaj 



linal 




8. An image storage anc 



)lay system according to claim 
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^ o r 2 , — whoro 

said image server is provided with an o 
in addition to the high readout -sp 
and 



th^X--©-fcty±"ag^e-Tftea33inb- 
apable storage medium. 



said storage controJ?^eans deletes the original image data 
and the reversible compressed image data from the high 
readout - speed capafole storage medium after a predetermined 
period of time has elapsed, and stores said original image data 
and said reversible compressed image data in said other storage 
10 medium. 

9 . /An image storage and display system according to claim 
1 or 2, /wherein; 

Said image server is provided with an other storage medium 
in addition to the high readout - speed capable storage medium, 
15 and 

said storage control means stores all versions of image 
datjfa in both said high readout - speed capable storage medium and 
sa/id other storage medium, and deletes the original image data 
and the reversible compressed image data from said high 
20 readout - speed capable storage medium after a predetermined 

jferiod of time has elapsed, 

10. An image storage and display system according to claim 
or 2, wherein; 

said image server is provided with an other storage medium 
25 i|n addition to the hi^ readout - speed capable storage medium. 




rggrt tTstorage control means stores axx vei'^Jjju^ ^joX^I^^^^ datNa ^^lg^ 
said high readout - speed capa^-i:^ storage medium, stores said 
irreversible compr^p«^ed image data in said other storage medium, 
and deletes s.^d original image data or reversible compressed 
image daj^from said high readout - speed capable s torageytaedium 

Jjas elapsed , 



af t^:^'^^^ predetermined period of 





15 



20 



25 
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